Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 17, 2021
10:00 AM

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Deacons Meeting, TODAY following the worship service.
- Preschool Board Meeting, Monday (10/18) at 7 PM.
- Session Meeting, Tuesday (10/19) at 7 PM.
- Drive-Thru Food Drive, Saturday (10/23) from 10 AM-12 PM

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE:

Welcome! There are many places you could be this morning, but you have
chosen to be here:

MANY: Where we learn how to live in God's Kingdom.
ONE:

Welcome to this place – full of music, of words, of prayer – yet also filled
with risk:

MANY: Where we encounter a Wisdom we cannot always
understand.
ONE:

Welcome to God's House, the most risk-filled place in town:

MANY: Where we talk about and with God, and are reduced to
silence so we may hear the call to discipleship.

UNISON OPENING PRAYER
Generous God, You are the source of all life, creating and sustaining
every living thing. You are the source of all food, material and
spiritual, nourishing us in both body and soul. You are the light that
goes before us, Shining into the darkness. May we be filled with
your breath, nourished by your food, renewed by your living
water and sustained by your love.

OPENING HYMN

For the Beauty of the Earth

DIX

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies;
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
For the wonder of each hour, of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child;
Friends on earth and friends above; For all gentle thoughts and mild:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For Thy Church that evermore lifteth holy hands above,
Offering up on every shore Her pure sacrifice of love:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
For Thyself, best gift divine, to our race so freely given;
For that great, great love of Thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God with us: When we privilege our own agendas, hurt others in the
effort to impose our will, or chain ourselves to our fears, tumble us
off the throne of our pride, And release us into finding our worth in
your love. Lord, have mercy on us. Lord Jesus Christ, you know us,
you love us, you free us, then call us to follow you. Your mercy meets
us in our confusion; May your spirit meet us in our everyday living.
(We pause for a moment of silent personal confession).

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: The One who poured the foundations of creation fills us with grace and hope.
The One who numbered the clouds, tips over rain barrels of living water into
our parched souls.

ALL: The One who writes anthems for the early morning stars fills us
with songs of joy. The One who provides food for all living things
feeds us with mercies that come fresh and new each day.
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen.

MUSICAL OFFERING
Forever and a Day

Choir

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING & PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN SOLO
His Eye Is on the Sparrow

Aimee O’Neill

SCRIPTURE READINGS
From the Hebrew Scriptures – Job 38:1-7, 34-41
From the Gospel – Mark 10:35-45

SERMON
Living the Dream

Rev. Judith A. Dwyer

CLOSING HYMN
Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name

ELLERS

Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease;
With eager hearts we wait Thy word of peace.
Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;
With Thee began, with Thee shall end the day;
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.

CHARGE & BENEDICTION

WORSHIP NOTES:
The Call to Worship and the Assurance of Pardon are written by Thom M. Shuman and
posted on Lectionary Liturgies. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com
The Opening Prayer and Prayer of Confession are posted on the Weekly Worship page
of the Christian Aid website. https://www.christianaid.org.uk/churches/weekly-worship

Christian Life Groups
Discussion Prompts for October 17th
Mark 10:35-45

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org

Today’s conversation between Jesus, James and John is not meant to comfort but to provoke. In
verse 41, the interpersonal dynamics of the twelve are on full display. The ire of their fellow
disciples is raised against the brothers, whose request raises the question of how followers of
Jesus are to relate to one another. We are not blood relatives, as are James and John. So, does
that mean we should treat one another as we treat everyone else who is not part of our family?
As those who live at the bottom of the social ladder? That is what Jesus seems to be suggesting!
1.

With whom does Jesus identify his mission in this passage, and why would that be
problematic?

2.

The disciples are connected to Jesus, the central person, but not so much to each other.
Where and how does this happen in the church?

3.

Note that verse 45 ends with Jesus’ declaration that he will give his life “as a ransom for
many.” Mark’s use of the word “ransom” (lutron in Greek) refers to a payment to release
someone from some kind of bondage, (prisoners of war, slaves, debtors), a political-economic
exchange that pays for the release of hostages. Some translations use “sacrifice” in place of
“ransom.” A sacrifice is a ritual to facilitate the transfer of a favor from the Divine to the
human. Given this distinction, which word would you use to describe Jesus’ death, and why?

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS:
Advocates for Homeless & Those in Need
Some of our NPC Mission envelope/online offerings are designated to support Advocates for
Homeless & Those in Need (AHTN). It is a Bucks County interfaith nonprofit that serves the
homeless and those in need by providing year-long access to emergency shelter, food and other
life-sustaining services with dignity and compassion. Currently, AHTN has five missions – Code
Blue, Those in Need (TIN), Rejuvenation Station, AHTN Mentors and Wheels to Meals.
CODE BLUE: AHTN started the Code Blue Mission in the Winter of 2009. This mission provides
transportation, a hot meal and a cot for the night when weather conditions become dangerous to
unsheltered individuals. This year they will start their 13th Code Blue Shelter Season. Code Blue
runs from December 1st to March 31st. AHTN refers to those they serve as guests and friends.
They are treated with respect and dignity.
AHTN defines Code Blue as temperatures being 26 degrees or below including wind chill. They use
the NOAA and Weather Channel websites for the Levittown area for guidance, not TV broadcasts.
Code Blue open/close status will be determined by 12:00 pm each day during December - March
by visiting their home page (www.ahtn.org) or calling 215-550-3868 x100. Guests are welcome
after 9:00 pm.

Anyone over 18 welcome, no I.D. required. Any young person, ages 6-17, experiencing
homelessness or housing instability in Pennsylvania can use this link for information on local
Emergency Shelter through Valley Youth House:
https://www.valleyyouthhouse.org/programs/emergency-shelter/bucks-county-shelter/.
Families with children can call Nikki Farrior, Resource Consultant at 215.550.3868 x101 to see if
there is budget available for emergency shelter in a local motel in Lower Bucks County.
Admission includes a brief Intake Process and access to their Resource Table. Guests are
required to sign and comply with their Code Blue Guest Guidelines. Pets are not allowed in the
Code Blue Shelter. Guests will be given clean bedding during Intake. It will be stored for them
until their next visit, separate from other guests’ bedding. No outside bedding is allowed.
Guests will wake at 5:45 am and must depart by 6:30 am, either by own transportation or AHTN
bus.
“Ways to Help Advocates for Homeless & Those in Need” – AHTN offers different volunteer
opportunities throughout the year: Drivers, Attendants, Kitchen Help, Code Blue Shelter Staff,
Administrative Support, Homeless Outreach Team and many more. (Call 215-550-3868 or go to
www.ahtn.volunteerhub.com)
“If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your
light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday,” Isaiah 58:10.

