Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021
10:00 AM

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
DEC 19th — Fourth Sunday in Advent
10 AM Cantata Service “Let There Be Christmas”
11:15 AM CLGs: A Surprising God
DEC 24th — Christmas Eve
7 PM Family-Friendly Candlelight Service
DEC 26th — Casual Christmas Sunday
Wear Your Favorite Ugly Christmas Sweater, Socks or Shirt
10 AM Service of Lessons and Carols (NO CLGs)

CALL TO WORSHIP
While We Are Waiting, Come
While we are waiting, come; While we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come.
With power and glory, come; With power and glory, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, With power and glory, come.
Come, Savior, quickly come. Come, Savior, quickly come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come.

WAITING

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
(Lea Pennington & Dana Winslow)

READERS: We light the First Candle in our Advent Wreath once again
to remind us of our hope in Christ.
We light the Second Candle, the candle of Peace,
remembering the prophets who spoke of Christ’s coming:
that a Savior would be born, a king in the line of King David.
The prophet Isaiah called him "the Prince of Peace," born to
rule the world wisely and bless all the nations.

We light the Third Candle, the candle of Joy. When Jesus
was born, the angels said that his coming was good news of
great joy for all people (Luke 2:10). Because Christ has come
to us, we can live every day in the joy of the Lord.
Let Us Pray...
ALL: Advent God, we are filled with joy because we have hope
and peace that you have sent your Son for all that believe.
Help us to be the voices that proclaim grace and truth. In
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

OPENING HYMN

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;
Behold, the King of glory waits;
The King of kings is drawing near;
The Savior of the world is here.
Fling wide the portals of your heart;
Make it a temple, set apart
From earthly use for heaven's employ,
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.

TRURO

Redeemer, come! I open wide
My heart to thee; here, Lord, abide,
Let me thy inner presence feel;
Thy grace and love in me reveal.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
ONE: Whenever we live like losers, without the faith of those who have
received grace upon grace; Lord have mercy.

ALL: Lord have mercy.
ONE: Whenever we serve slavishly, forgetting the glorious liberty of those who
have been named children of God; Christ have mercy.

ALL:

Christ have mercy.

ONE:

Whenever we only laugh sarcastically, mocking human faults instead of
participating in the joy of the redeemed; Lord have mercy.

ALL:

Lord have mercy.

ONE:

God our Savior, by the grace of Christ Jesus bring us to repentance and
forgive our foolish ways, and by the infusion of your Spirit help us to
recover the joy for which we are created. For your name’s sake we pray.

ALL:

Amen!

(We pause for a moment of silent personal confession).

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: With joy draw waters from the well of salvation! Forgiveness is real!
Share it; forgive as you have been forgiven. The Peace of Christ be
with you all.

MANY: And also with you!

MUSICAL OFFERING (Choir)
Rise Up Shepherd and Follow

FOLLOW

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 12:2-6

NEW TESTAMENT READING
Luke 3:7-18

SERMON
You Have that Power, Too!

Rev. Judith A. Dwyer

OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
People, Look East

People, look east. The time is near
Of the of crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able;
Trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east (and sing today):
Love, the Guest, is on the way.

BESANCON

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
One more seed is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
That in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east (and sing today):
Love, the Rose, is on the way.

Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
Guard the nest that must be filled.
Even the hour when wings are frozen
God for fledging time has chosen.
People, look east (and sing today):
Love, the Bird, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
One more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather,
Bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east (and sing today):
Love, the Star, is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth
Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming
With the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east (and sing today):
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

CHARGE & BENEDICTION

Christian Life Groups
Questions for December 12, 2021
Luke 3:7-18
This is week 3 of Advent, and we continue to work through Long and McCray's "A Surprising God -- Advent:
Devotions for An Uncertain Time". We are supposed to be joyful, and for some of us, that is true; for
others, it is a challenge. So, consider these questions for today:
1.

What is your Sisyphus situation? How are you able to maintain joy in the midst of it?

2.

Are you a product of God's garden? Describe how God's patience in you has led you to where
you are today.

3.

How has your "Bread of Tears" shaped your faith in God?

4.

Long and McCray argue that God promises (in the book of Isaiah) peace in the end; are you able
to see that in today's tumultuous times?

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS:
International Children’s Aid Foundation
A portion of NPC mission funds has been designated to support International Children’s Aid
Foundation (ICAF). Casa Emanuel Home is a ministry of ICAF.
ICAF is a non-denominational humanitarian organization founded by Christians committed to
providing for the health, education, and development of abandoned and orphaned children through
the operation of a Christian-inspired family-group home known as Casa Emanuel Home in Crișcior,
Romania.
When ICAF was incorporated in 1997, their desire was to share the love of Christ with some of
Romania’s most vulnerable people, orphans. This has continued to be the vision of ICAF as it
remains committed to investing in the lives of children in the Hunedoara region of Romania through
Casa Emanuel Home. Casa Emanuel Home is a large private residence located in the town of
Crișcior where the staff provide a place for children to call home. Currently they can care for up to
twenty-five children at a time. The caregivers intentionally foster a family environment, encouraging
the children to help with chores, care for one another, and excel in school.

Casa Emanuel Home is committed to caring for the whole person – physical, spiritual, intellectual,
and emotional – for the whole of the child’s life. After high school graduation, this includes
assistance with job apprenticeships, higher education, and setting up the child’s first apartment.
The staff of Casa Emanuel Home is dedicated to helping their children succeed in life.
Our prayers make a difference: Pray these children will cling to the Gospel in their lives.
ICAF website: www.casaemanuelhome.org
“But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicted; you consider their grief and take it in hand. The
victims commit themselves to you; you are the helper of the fatherless,” Psalm 10:14.

White Gift 2021
We have been made aware of a local Bucks County family that is need of our care. The family has
been designated as our White Gift recipient. Thank you for the outpouring of love this
Congregation has for meeting need as people face raising their families during the pandemic. We
continue to provide a beacon of light in the community during difficult time; sharing the
resources we have been so richly blessed with. We are thankful for the community of believers at
Northampton Presbyterian Church that have a rich tradition of helping those less fortunate.
Please place your donations in a plain, white envelope labeled “White Gift” and place it in the
offering plate or send it to the church office. May the Christmas season bring hope to your heart,
grace to your spirit and peace to your life. Merry Christmas from the Mission Committee!

WORSHIP NOTES:
The Prayer of Confession is adapted from a prayer written by Bruce Prewer and posted on
Bruce Prewer’s Home Page. http://www.bruceprewer.com/
The Pastoral Prayer is written by Thom Shuman and posted on his website,
https://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.
Hymns are from The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration, WORD Music, Waco, TX. All are
licensed for use by CCLI.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with
license # A-739749.

