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What a Friend We Have...
By The Rev. Dr. Andrew H. Mann Jr.
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The girl was a junior in High School. She had started da ng a very nice
young man; she thought he was wonderful. She was in love for the ﬁrst
me in her life, and it was terriﬁc. He was kind to her. He was generous to
her. He did not press her to do things she did not want to do. He said all of
the right things at just the right me. He was one of the most popular boys
in school where she had always felt on the outside looking in. She could
not believe her good fortune.
But a er a while, she began to no ce that they never did things with his
friends. They never double dated. He never held her hand in public. As
wonderful as it was, it was always just the two of them. If she came up to
him when he was with a circle of people, he took the earliest opportunity
to break away.
He always had a good reason for this, but she began to wonder if he did
not want to be seen with her. She was so proud of him, but he never wanted others to see them together. She was afraid to think it, but she could
not help herself; was he ashamed to be seen with her?

In the same way, we have a friend called Jesus. But too o en, it is just a
private aﬀair. We do not take Him out into public. It is as if we do not
want to be seen with Him. We do not talk about Him with friends. We say
all the right things in private. We might even be generous to Him. But we
do not publicly acknowledge Him.
I wonder; does Jesus suspect that we are embarrassed to be seen with
Him?
Take the opportunity to be public about Jesus. Come to church every
Sunday because it is the right and wise and holy and healing and ﬁlling
thing to do. But do not let that be the only me you acknowledge Jesus as
your friend and partner in life.
He is our best friend; He gives us everything that we can possibly need. He
never leaves us to the storms and currents of this world. But remember
that friendship goes both ways. We need to be willing to be seen with Him
out in public in the daily walk of our life. It was once called “bearing
witness”. But I have a hunch that it is li le more than just doing what
good friends do. It takes a bit of courage to be a good public friend with
anyone. It certainly does to stand up for Jesus.
- Drew

An invita on to join the Zoom
Mee ng will be sent by email
next week.

Financial Update
By Pam Kemper
Dear Friends:
May has been a good month ﬁnancially for our congrega on. I have to say
that these are words that will not appear in many ﬁnancial reports this
May. They are a testament to the faithfulness that our congrega on has
con nued to show during exceedingly diﬃcult mes.
The total giving for May – with a few days to go – is 23,001.33.
Expenses con nue to be lower than usual for the month. But there are a
surprising number of bills that keep coming whether we are in the building
or not. We did also have two large one- me expenses in May. First was the
ﬁnal payment for the computer upgrades in the Church and the Finance
oﬃces. Then came the ﬁnal payment for the replacement of our out-ofservice pews. However, we received a large memorial dona on in memory
of Ruth Kownurko to be used speciﬁcally for the pew repairs, which lowered the cost to the General Fund signiﬁcantly (Ruth was an eminently
prac cal person and I’m sure she is smiling at this use for her memorial).
Finally, last month I talked about our applica on to the Paycheck
Protec on Program and the uncertainty of approval. This month I can
share the good news that we WERE approved and received a loan for the
purpose of covering payroll and u li es for the eight-week period from
May 5 to July 5. Although the money came in the form of a loan, we are
eligible to have the loan forgiven if it is used only for the purpose
men oned. Although the General Fund is currently in the black for the
year, this money was crucial to our ability to con nue to pay the Preschool
staﬀ without needing help from the General Fund. This money should also
allow us to move forward even as major unbudgeted expenses for
re-opening both the church and preschool loom. There will be more informa on about those changes over the next few months.
God is good – all the me. All the me – God is good!

Financial Monthly Report

Look for an emailed invita on to join.

For a tutorial visit h ps://youtu.be/9isp3qPeQ0E
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Livestream Informa on:
All “livestreamed” messages are broadcasted from our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/northamptonpresby
Livestream service bulle ns are posted on our website: www.northamptonpresby.com/bulle ns
Sunday Worship Services are addi onally posted on our website: www.northamptonpresby.com/sermon-videos
As are Wednesday Night Fireside Chats: www.northamptonpresby.com/ﬁreside-chat-videos

Zoom Mee ngs:
All upcoming events using Zoom will require a Mee ng ID number and Password to join. They will be emailed
the week of the mee ng. If you have never used Zoom, please download the app or visit www.zoom.us/join
to install Zoom onto a computer. For a tutorial visit h ps://youtu.be/9isp3qPeQ0E
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