Nineteenth Sunday in Pentecost
“World Communion Sunday”
October 3, 2021
10:00 AM

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Congregational Meeting, today following the worship service.
- Celebration Luncheon, today following the vote.
- Mission Committee, Monday (10/4) at 7 PM.
- Women’s Bible Café, Wednesday (10/6) at 6 PM.
(See www.northamptonpresby.com/bulletins for several
special inserts that were included in this Sunday’s Bulletin)

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
DREW:

MANY:
JUDY:

MANY:
DREW & JUDY:

Welcome to this place, where God’s people gather,

Where heaven and earth embrace in peace;
Where God has been, is, and always will be.
Welcome to this place, as we gather with all of God's children:

Where we find God's love; Where we hear the tender voice
of Jesus; Where the Spirit teaches us new songs.
Welcome to this place, where all is made ready by our God:

ALL: Where we bring our hunger, and find food; Where we bring
our brokenness, and find healing; Where we bring our very
selves, and find acceptance.

UNISON OPENING PRAYER
Boundless God, help us to see the world as you do—not with our
own limited vision but with the gaze of love and justice. Give us the
foolishness to believe that we can change what the world says is
impossible; and when we lose sight of the power of love to change
the world, increase our faith. Amen.

OPENING HYMN

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, springtime and harvest
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

By Gill LeFevre
Merciful God, You see deep into our hearts and know us better than
we know ourselves. Forgive us we pray. For the times we turn away
from Your word, remind us that You are the Lord our God, our eternal
protector and guide. For our impulses of anger and jealousy, scorn or
spite, grant us Your healing peace. For our resistance to forgiveness,
generosity and mercy, inspire us with Your compassionate love.
(We pause for a moment of silent personal confession).

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
MUSICAL OFFERING
The Welcome Table

Choir

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SERMON HYMN
Let Us Break Bread Together

Let us break bread together on our knees; (on our knees;)
Let us break bread together on our knees; (on our knees;)
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me.)
Let us drink the cup together on our knees; (on our knees;)
Let us drink the cup together on our knees; (on our knees;)
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me.)

Let us praise God together on our knees; (on our knees;)
Let us praise God together on our knees; (on our knees;)
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me.)

SCRIPTURE READING
From the Psalms – Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
From Paul’s Letters – Romans 8:18-25

SERMON
Paul’s Tough Sell

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION:
Invitation
Words of Institution
Distribution of the Elements
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Rev. Judith A. Dwyer

CLOSING HYMN
I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table
I'm gonna eat at the welcome table;
I'm gonna to eat at the welcome table, Alleluia.
I'm gonna eat at the welcome table;
I'm gonna eat at the welcome table, Alleluia.
I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus;
I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, Alleluia.
I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus;
I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, Alleluia.

I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers;
I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers, Alleluia.
I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers;
I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers, Alleluia.
Here all the world will find a welcome;
Here all the world will find a welcome, Alleluia.
Here all the world will find a welcome;
Here all the world will find a welcome, Alleluia.

CHARGE & BENEDICTION

WORSHIP NOTES: The Call to Worship and Prayer of Confession are
adapted from prayers written by Thom Shuman and posted
on Lectionary Liturgies: http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS:
International Children’s Aid Foundation
A portion of NPC mission funds have been designated to support International Children’s Aid
Foundation (ICAF).
ICAF is a non-denominational humanitarian organization founded by Christians committed to
providing for the health, education, and development of abandoned and orphaned children
through the operation of a Christian inspired family-group home known as Casa Emanuel Home in
Crișcior, Romania.
When the ICAF was incorporated in 1997, their desire was to share the love of Christ with some of
Romania’s most vulnerable people, orphans. This has continued to be the vision of ICAF as it
remains committed to investing in the lives of children in the Hunedoara region of Romania
through Casa Emanuel Home. Casa Emanuel Home is a large private residence located in the town
of Crișcior where the staff provide a place for children to call home. Currently they can care for up
to twenty-five children at a time. Children range in ages from three to high school graduation,
which typically is at age nineteen. The caregivers intentionally foster a family environment,
encouraging the children to help with chores, care for one another, and excel in school.

Casa Emanuel Home is committed to caring for the whole person – physical, spiritual,
intellectual, and emotional – for the whole of the child’s life. After high school graduation, this
includes assistance with job apprenticeships, higher education, and setting up the child’s first
apartment. The staff of Casa Emanuel Home are dedicated to helping their children succeed in
life.
Our prayers make a difference: Pray these children will cling to the Gospel in their lives. ICAF
website: www.casaemanuelhome.org
“But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicted; you consider their grief and take it in hand. The
victims commit themselves to you; you are the helper of the fatherless.” Psalm 10:14.

Mission Update - A “Thank You” to the Congregation:
We give thanks for those who regularly contribute to the Mission Committee, investing in the
body of Christ as we live into and sustain our faithful witness near and far. In the strong name
of Jesus, we are privileged to direct your precious gifts to the Mission Committee to support
and further God's kingdom. Your Mission Committee is alive and well. Most recently funds
have been distributed to the International Children's Aid Foundation in Romania, the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Fund (Haiti relief) and The Morrisville Food Center.
We are always looking for new members. Please consider joining us by Zoom (for now) on the
first Monday of the month at 7pm. If anyone is interested questions can be directed to anyone
on the Mission Committee: Lori Beehler, Bob David, Kathy Hurwitz, Gloria Kampf, Corinne
Kauermann, Sharon Melsky, Kathie Pisciella and Cathy Cocchia.

