Second Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021
10:00 AM

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Join us for the “Hanging of the Greens” following the service.
- Men’s Breakfast, Wednesday (12/8) at 8:30 AM - Robin Hood

CALL TO WORSHIP
While We Are Waiting, Come (vss. 1,2)
While we are waiting, come; While we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come.
With power and glory, come, With power and glory, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, With power and glory, come.

WAITING

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
(Jim & Mary McCaffery)

READER 1: Last Sunday we lit the First Candle in our Advent Wreath to
remind us of our hope in Christ. We light it again as we
remember our Savior, born a king in the line of King David.
READER 2: Today we light the second candle of Advent, the candle of
Peace. We remember the prophets who spoke of the coming
of Christ: that a Savior would be born, a king in the line of
King David. The prophet Isaiah called this One "the Prince of
Peace," born to rule the world wisely and bless all the nations.
We light the candle of Peace to remind us that Jesus is the
Prince of Peace and that through him peace is found.

Let Us Pray…
ALL: Lord Jesus, Light of the World, the prophets said you would bring
peace and save your people from trouble. Give peace in our
hearts. Help us to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your
will by sharing your peace with each other. We ask this in the
name of the One who was born in Bethlehem. Amen.

OPENING HYMN

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart's delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy, a lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly all that may please You best.
Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me;
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.
O, love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace
In love, all loves excelling, our lost and fallen race.

You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill,
To bring an end to sadness and bid our fears be still.
In patient expectation we live for that great day
When your renewed creation your glory shall display.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
You witness the sorts of lives we lead, Approaching God. Asked to
share the gospel of hope, we place it on our to-do list instead.
Given the chance to cry out for justice for others, we fall strangely
silent. Invited to pray with joy in every moment, we prefer to grumble
about every insignificant thing in our lives. Have mercy on us, God of
grace, and prepare our hearts for Your forgiveness to have its way in
them. Fill us with Your hope so we might lighten the shadows of
others. Transform us with that tender mercy who is our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
(We pause for a moment of silent, personal confession).

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: God is our witness. We have spoken of our lives and been forgiven of
every mistake we have made, every hurt we have caused.

MANY: Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen.

MUSICAL OFFERING (Choir)
Long Awaited One

DOUGLAS NOLAN

NEW TESTAMENT READING
Luke 1:68-79; 3:1-6

SERMON
How to Play Second Fiddle

Rev. Judith A. Dwyer

OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

COMMUNION
Invitation to the Table
Words of Institution
Sharing of Bread and Wine

Pastoral Prayer ** and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
It Came upon the Midnight Clear

CAROL

It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good-will to men,
From heaven's all-gracious King!"
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

Still thru the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats
O'er all the weary world:
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o'er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

And ye, beneath life's crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps and slow,
Look now! for glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing:
O rest beside the weary road,
And hear the angels sing.

For lo! the days are hast’ning on,
By prophets seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years
Shall come the time foretold,
When the new heav’n and earth shall own
The Prince of Peace their King,
And the whole world send back the song
Which now the angels sing.

CHARGE & BENEDICTION

Christian Life Groups
Questions for December 5, 2021
Luke 1:68-79; 3:1-6
As we continue to explore Long and McCray's "A Surprising God --Advent: Devotions for an Uncertain
Time" for the 2021 Advent season, this week's focus is on the many ways in which we find ourselves
discomfited by Jesus. How do we find our peace if Jesus is not who we think he is?
Even though we are not having CLGs this Sunday due to Hanging of the Greens, we would encourage you
to ask yourself these questions and perhaps discuss with others as you are able.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Tell of how God has been generous to you, perhaps when He was actually unfair in doing so.
Long and McCray describe (much to the consternation of John the Baptist) how Jesus tended to focus
on making impacts on individuals instead of the whole world. Why do you think this was the case?
Can you imagine a Sunday service without singing? Why or why not?
In the midst of all of our current global challenges, how are you maintaining hope for yourself, those
close to you, our country, and our world?

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS:
Advocates for Homeless & Those in Need
Some of our NPC Mission envelope/online offerings are designated to support Advocates for
Homeless & Those in Need (AHTN). It is a Bucks County interfaith nonprofit that serves the
homeless and those in need by providing year-long access to emergency shelter, food, and other
life-sustaining services with dignity and compassion. Currently, AHTN has five missions – Code Blue,
Those in Need (TIN), Rejuvenation Station, AHTN Mentors, and Wheels to Meals.
CODE BLUE: AHTN started the Code Blue Mission in the Winter of 2009. This mission provides
transportation, a hot meal, and a cot for the night when weather conditions become dangerous to
unsheltered individuals. This year they will start their 13th Code Blue Shelter Season. Code Blue
runs from December 3 to March 31. AHTN refers to those they serve as guests and friends. They are
treated with respect and dignity.
Anyone looking to come into Code Blue should check their website (ahtn.org) for shelter status or
call 215-550-3868 x100 for updates. AHTN buses will be picking up at their regular bus stops, when
the shelter is open, beginning at 8:00pm. Guests needing bus pick-up from the Morrisville stop
should leave a message requesting a pick-up.

AHTN defines Code Blue as temperatures being 26 degrees or below including wind chill. They
use the NOAA and Weather Channel websites for the Levittown area for guidance, not TV
broadcasts. Code Blue’s open/close status will be determined by 12:00pm each day during
December - March by visiting their home page (www.ahtn.org) or calling 215-550-3868 x100.
Guests are welcome after 8:30pm.
Anyone over 18 is welcome, no I.D. required. Any young person, ages 6-17, experiencing
homelessness or housing instability in Pennsylvania can use this link for information on local
Emergency Shelter through Valley Youth House:
https://www.valleyyouthhouse.org/programs/emergency-shelter/bucks-county-shelter/. Families
with children can call Nikki Farrior, Resource Consultant at 215.550.3868 x101 to see if there is a
budget available for emergency shelter in a local motel in Lower Bucks County.
Admission includes a brief Intake Process and access to their Resource Table. Guests are required
to sign and comply with their Code Blue Guest Guidelines. Pets are not allowed in the Code Blue
Shelter. Guests will be given clean bedding during Intake. It will be stored for them until their
next visit, separate from other guests’ bedding. No outside bedding is allowed. Guests will wake
at 5:45am and must depart by 6:30am, either by their own transportation or the AHTN bus.

“Ways to Help Advocates for Homeless & Those in Need” – AHTN offers different volunteer
opportunities throughout the year: Drivers, Attendants, Kitchen Help, Code Blue Shelter Staff,
Administrative Support, Homeless Outreach Team, and many more. (Call 215-550-3868 or go to
www.ahtn.volunteerhub.com).
“If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light
rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday,” Isaiah 58:10.

WORSHIP NOTES:

The Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon are written by Thom Schuman and
posted on his website: https://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.
The Prayers of the People are adapted from a prayer written by Michael Perry and
posted on the Jubilate website. http://www.jubilate.co.uk/
The Invitation to the Table is by Moira Laidlaw. Copyright © Moira Laidlaw, posted on
her Liturgies Online website.
Hymns are from The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration, WORD Music, Waco, TX. All
are licensed for use by CCLI.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License
with license # A-739749.

