About Us

The Welcome Church is the worshiping
community that grew out of The Welcome
Center, a place of healing and hospitality
founded by The Reverend Violet Cucciniello
Little in January of 2007, and hosted by the
Lutheran Church of the Holy Communion. In
January 2012, The Welcome Church was
officially recognized by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America as a congre-
gation under development serving people
in poverty. In addition to Pastors Little
(ELCA) and Steinnegal (PCUSA), our volun-
teer clergy team includes a number of
faith leaders from the Episcopal, UCC, and
other traditions.

THE REVEREND VIOLET C LITTLE,
PASTOR AND DEVELOPER OF
THE WELCOME CHURCH.

Tea and Talk

A weekly Monday gathering at Arch Street
United Methodist Church, corner of Broad
and Arch Streets in Philadelphia, from
12:30-2:00 for tea and conversation.
Whether it's Donald serving as D.. or
someone like Greg stepping in to play the
piano, our Monday teatimes are often
filled with music, laughter, and always
homemade cookies!

Prayer, Bible Study and
Holy Communion

Each Tuesday from 12:00 to 3:30, we

gather at Lutheran Church of the Holy

Communion, 2111 Sansom Street for THE REVEREND SCHAUNEL
fellowship, knitting, art, Bible Study, STEINNAGELISPICTURED WITH A
prayer, and communion with Bible Study KING'S CAKE, WALKING USINTO
beginning at 1:30. Though we are not a THE SEASON OF LENT.
lunch program, we do set up a table for food to be shared with everyone.
Everything from Lou's famous soups, Barry's tuna salad, Fran's famous egg
salad and Mike's chicken legs help to make our "we are not a lunch
program" Tuesdays a miracle of true abundance.

To view a video made by members of The Welcome Church community on
abundance, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7shvB6eOnSg

CHEF LOU AND HIS SOUPS MADE WITH LOVE
AND OUR TABLE OF ABUNDANCE.
PICTURED IS AN AFGHAN BEING SEWN
TOGETHER WITH EACH BLOCK KNIT BY A
DIFFERENT MEMBER OF OUR COMMUNITY.

A SYMBOL OF HOW WE ARE KNIT TOGETHER AS
ONE HUMAN FAMILY.

Church on Logan

Our twice monthly outdoor service of Word and Sacrament at Aviator
Park, across from the Franklin Institute at 3:00 meets the first and last
Sunday of each month regardless of weather. Each service is followed by
coffee hour in the park, hosted by various congregations. Everyone is
welcomed to the table at the invitation of the One who simply said, "Take
and eat.." Coffee hour hosts are always needed and a wonderful continuation
of our Sunday worship.

For more information on hosting a Welcome Church coffee hour, contact
Pastor Schaunel Steinnegal at rvschaunel@aol.com.

PICTURED ARE OUR COMMUNION
BOWL, ALTAR BEARING THE SACRAMENT
AND SURROUNDED BY COFFEE HOUR
OFFERINGS, AND A BEAUTIFUL BURST OF
FLOWERS ON THE PARKWAY SERVING AS
OUR SPRINGTIME "ALTAR FLOWERS."

The Welcome Church is an ELCA congregation proclaiming
the hope and love of a gracious God to all people and
especially to people experiencing homelessness. All are
welcome to be part of this dynamic ministry.

www.thewelcomechurch.org
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Chat and Chew

When women in our community were asked what they would most like to
do together, the answer was, "Let's cook!" Each second Monday of the
month we gather with a group of twelve women at Trinity Memorial Episcopal
Church, 22nd and Spruce from 6:00-8:00 pm to cook and eat together. Our
meals are often based on a "theme" chosen by the women who
participate. The meals have been so amazing that we are gathering recipes
and stories for a Welcome Church cookbook!

Sanctuary Angels

Our second women's group, named by the women as "Sanctuary Angels,"
gathers on the third Tuesday of each month, 6-8, also at our 22nd and
Spruce St. site. Sanctuary Angels begins with 30 minutes of silence in the
sanctuary of Trinity Memorial Church. Art supplies and journals are available
for those who wish to use them. Following the silence, we share our
experiences over a light meal prepared for us by members of TMC. The
evening concludes with a community building art project led by art thera-
pist and beloved Welcome Church participant, Rachel Gucwa. Sanctuary
Angels received its name based on the paintings of angels that survived a
fire in the sanctuary of TMC over twenty years ago. Like those angels, our
women have gone through and survived many of their own personal
"fires." Each evening is marked with a photo of hands gathered together.

The Well

Women represent approximately 25% of
those living on the streets of Philadelphia.
There are also very few places designated
for women alone during the cold winter
months. During the winter of 2015-2016 The
Welcome Church first provided a place for a
small group of women known as "The Well",
based upon the story of Jesus meeting the
woman at the well and changing her life; it
also derives from the well traditionally being
a gathering place for women in many countries
of the world today. The women not only had
a place to sleep, but also a place to share
dinner and breakfast together, along with CHURCH), VIOLET LITTLE AND
special activities such as a "spa night" and SCHAUNEL STEINNEGAL
an evening of foot care offered by commu-  HOLDING GRATITUDE POSTERS
nity volunteers. The Well has now expanded = MADE FOR EACH OF US BY THE
the time we are open and is delighted to be WOMEN OF THE WELL.
working with the staff of Bethesda Project.

PICTURED ARE THE REVERENDS
DONNA MAREE (TRINITY MEMORIAL
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