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PRELUDE (Trish Conover & Kevin Kauermann)

Come, O Come Emmanuel arr. Nelson & McDonald 

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (Choir & Congregation)

While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING



While we are waiting, come;

While we are waiting, come.

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,

While we are waiting, come.

With power and glory come;

With power and glory come.

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,

While we are waiting, come.



Come, Savior, quickly come;

Come, Savior, quickly come.

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,

While we are waiting, come.



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
(Val & Barb Erdmanis)

Reader 1: Because too many people are wandering in the wilderness, because
too many people are sitting in the valley of the shadow of death,
because too many of our conversations are laced with conflict and
bitterness, we light candles…

Reader 2: Because people all over the world are suffering, and we’re too often
distracted to notice, we light candles…

Reader 1: One for hope, one for peace, one for joy, and one for love…

Reader 2: May the light from these candles overwhelm the world.



Reader 1: May the light from these candles illuminate the valley of the shadow
of death.

Reader 2: And may the fire from these candles burn away whatever would
prevent God’s love from being born among us.

Reader 1: Friends, be not afraid, even now — even now — God’s love is
overwhelming the world, on earth as it already is in heaven!

HYMN (Choir & Congregation)

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ES IST EIN’ ROS’



Lo, how a rose e’er blooming

From tender stem hath sprung,

Of Jesse’s lineage coming,

By faithful prophets sung.

It came, a floweret bright,

Amid the cold of winter,

When half spent was the night.



Isaiah ’twas foretold it,

The rose I have in mind;

With Mary we behold it,

The virgin mother kind.

To show God’s love aright,

She bore for us a Savior,

When half spent was the night.



This flower, whose fragrance tender

With sweetness fills the air,

Dispels with glorious splendor

The darkness everywhere.

Enfleshed, yet very God,

From sin and death he saves us

And lightens every load.



A READING FROM ISAIAH 7:14B-15
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the
evil and choose the good.

SOLO (Trish Conover) 

Breath of Heaven arr. Grant and Eaton 



A READING FROM ISAIAH 60:1-5
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your
daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.



SPECIAL MUSIC (Choir) 

The Newborn King                                                         arr. Larson 

Precious Child So Sweetly Sleeping                       arr. Nordmeyer

A READING FROM MICAH 5:2-4 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is
in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall
be great to the ends of the earth.



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
(Scan the QR Code to give online )

OFFERTORY 
(Trish Conover, Corinne & Kevin Kauermann, Michael Pugh)

The Wexford Carol                                        Traditional Irish Carol 



A READING FROM LUKE 1:46-55
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. Surely from now on all
generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name; indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich
away empty. He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever.



SPECIAL MUSIC (Choir) 

Rise Up Shepherd and Follow                            arr. Greg Gilpin 

God Rest Ye arr. Sorenson

A READING FROM JOHN 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.



TIDINGS OF JOY (Choir & Congregation) 

The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL

The first Nowell the angel did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

On a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

Born is the King of Israel.



They looked up and saw a star

Shining in the east beyond them far;

And to the earth it gave great light,

And so it continued both day and night.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

Born is the King of Israel.



And by the light of that same star

Three wise men came from country far;

To seek for a king was their intent,

And to follow the star wherever it went.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

Born is the King of Israel.



This star drew nigh to the northwest:

O'er Bethlehem it took its rest,

And there it did both stop and stay,

Right over the place where Jesus lay.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

Born is the King of Israel.



TIDINGS OF JOY (Choir & Congregation) 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice IN DULCI JUBILO

Good Christian friends, rejoice

With heart and soul and voice;

Give ye heed to what we say:

Jesus Christ was born today;

Ox and ass before him bow,

And he is in the manger now.

Christ is born today! Christ is born today!



Good Christian friends, rejoice

With heart and soul and voice;

Now ye hear of endless bliss:

Jesus Christ was born for this!

He has opened heaven's door,

And we are blest forevermore.

Christ was born for this! 

Christ was born for this!



Good Christian friends, rejoice

With heart and soul and voice;

Now ye need not fear the grave:

Jesus Christ was born to save!

Calls you one and calls you all

To gain the everlasting hall.

Christ was born to save!

Christ was born to save!



TIDINGS OF JOY (Choir & Congregation) 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                 MENDELSSOHN

Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise;
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!“
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King"



Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the virgin's womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th'incarnate deity,
Pleased in flesh with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King"



Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth,
Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King"



TIDINGS OF JOY (Choir & Congregation) 

Joy to the World ANTIOCH

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her king;

Let every heart prepare him room,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.



Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.



No more let sins and sorrows grow,

Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make his blessings flow

Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as the curse is found.



He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love,

And wonders of his love,

And wonders, wonders of his love.



RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
ONE: We have heard the message, we have dreamed the dream that God

will come to dwell among us.

MANY: We come, expectant with joy, for God has done great things for us.

ONE: We come, searching for a sign; bearing our gifts, we come.

MANY: Called from the silent hillsides of our hearts, we come.

ONE: We come, one by one, and yet, as one, dancing into the Promise.

POSTLUDE
Variations on "Adeste Fideles" Taylor



WORSHIP NOTES: 

The Call to Worship is written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted on Mucky Paws. 
http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws.     

The Advent Candle Lighting Prayer is posted on SALT and use with permission. Advent Candle 
Lighting Litanies (saltproject.org)

The Invitation to the Offering is written by Ann Weems in Kneeling in Bethlehem (p. 36). 
Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Kindle Edition. 

The Benediction is adapted from “The Decree,” a poem written by Ann Weems in her book, 
Kneeling in Bethlehem. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1980, 56.

Hymns are from the Glory to God Hymnal, The Presbyterian Publishing Corporation, Louisville, 
KY, 2017. All are licensed for use by CCLI. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with 
license # A-739749.


