
A Word from the Pastor 
By: The Rev. Judith A. Dwyer 

“In early June, the world of leaf and blade and flowers explodes, and every     
sunset is different.” – John Steinbeck 
 

This year, June has brought with it some spectacular days – and a few storms 
along the way. For NPC, June brings the promise of preschool graduation 
events, picnics, the nomination of new officers to serve as deacons and elders, 
and a day set aside to honor fathers and father-figures. Did I mention the      
Session retreat??? 

While the frenetic pace of the program year slows down, the work of the church 
continues. Staffing changes and building issues have not taken a holiday!        
But there is one such day that has recently been added to our collective         
calendars, though it has not made its way to everyone’s awareness. That       
holiday occurs on June 19, aka “Juneteenth!” 

Juneteenth is the oldest known holiday commemorating the final communication 
of the abolition of slavery in the United States. Observed on June 19, the       
holiday originated in Texas in 1865 when Major General Gordon Granger       
announced the abolition of slavery in Galveston. His arrival came two and a half 
years after the Emancipation Proclamation, but was big news to those still     
enslaved in the state.  
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As the Presbyterian Historical Society reminds us, “… freedom has never been a 
straightforward process. For many, proclamations and amendments were simply 
words. Practices like sharecropping, lynching, and targeted law enforcement    
allowed the peculiar institution [of slavery] to continue on in many forms well 
past the ratification of the 13th Amendment. It has taken many years of social 
and intellectual activism by major figures like Octavius V. Catto, James W.C.     
Pennington (both ordained Presbyterian ministers), W.E.B. Du Bois, and so many 
more to further the evolution of what it means to be free in the United States. 
Juneteenth is a way to celebrate, not just emancipation, but the many battles that 
have been won while also reminding us that there are yet many to fight.”   

This day of commemoration and celebration will be highlighted by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) on Sunday, June 19 in Louisville, 
where our elected commissioners are gathering to receive overtures and fashion 
policy. (Our own Executive Presbyter, Ruth Santana-Grace, is standing for            
Co-Moderator of the GA, along with Shavon C. Starling-Louis, pastor of Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina.)  

You can follow the action on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/pcusa 

The Juneteenth Livestream can be viewed at:  https://ga-pcusa.org   

or on the Spirit of GA Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/spiritofga 

Look for a video by Road Scholar on Juneteenth to be posted on the NPC           
Facebook page, and join us for worship on June 19!  June is the gateway to     
summer, and NPC is a wonderful place to remember our history and celebrate 
our future!  Come join us! 

- Pastor Judy 

 

Group of men in Civil War 
uniforms, likely for a              
re-enactment of the Union’s 
entry into Galveston.  
Photograph by Grace Murray  
Stephenson of Juneteenth 
celebrations in Eastwoods 
Park, Austin, 1900. — Source: 
https://www.kut.org/
austin/2015-06-17/a-look-
back-at-the-150-year-history
-of-juneteenth-in-texas 

 
 

Martha Yates Jones (left) and 
Pinkie Yates (right), daugh-
ters of Rev. Jack Yates, in a 
decorated carriage in front of 
a house, 1908. — Source:  
https://cdm17006. 
contentdm.oclc.org/digital/
collection/p17006coll47/
id/95/rec/1 
 

 

 

 

 

Photo on cover: Participants in Pittsburgh's 2016 Juneteenth Parade: CONCERNED MEN—
Members of MAD DADDS community activists. Courtesy of the Pittsburgh Courier.  

 
 



As much as it saddens me to create this post, the reality of gun violence is 
overwhelmingly real for all of us. I have included here some links to and 
sources of information about what can be done to mitigate gun violence: 
 

From the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program:  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/gun-
violence-resources/ 
 

A devotion in response to gun violence by Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett, president 
and executive director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency:  

https://vimeo.com/713884847  
 

A link to the "Souls Shot" Portrait Project, which has been on exhibit in   
several of our presbytery's churches:  

www.soulsshotportraitproject.org 
 

We are not powerless to stop the violence. 

-  Pastor Judy 



A heartfelt “thank you” to our generous congregation! 
 

Many Thanks for the Prepared Snack Bags 

A huge thank you to all who prepared the 90+ snack bags with 5 snacks in 
each bag to be distributed on the Parkway to unhoused people who 
attended worship at The Welcome Church through Pastor Schaunel     
Steinnagel. Thank you to Steve Cocchia who delivered the snack bags and 
fleece blankets to Schaunel in Haverford. The items we supplied were most 
appreciated and add to the quality of life for people who are less fortunate 
than ourselves. 
 

Northampton Presbyterian Church is available to help with the  
United Way’s “Bucks Knocks Out Hunger” Food Drive .   

The Mission committee is offering our congregation the opportunity to   
participate in the United Way’s “Bucks Knocks Out Hunger” Food Drive to 
be held at the Neshaminy Mall on Friday, June 17th. The sign up is      
available online.  We have volunteer slots available at the following link:     

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094aaeaa29a5ff2-bkohunger 
 

United Way of Bucks County's "Bucks Knocks Out Hunger" is a community-
driven, hunger-fighting program that unites thousands of donors,            
advocates, and volunteers.  It's a one day food packing event, fundraiser, 
and a county-wide food drive aimed at meeting three goals: 

• Package 100,000 nutritious, shelf-stable meals for Bucks County’s food 
pantries.  

• Provide food pantries with additional funds to fill in the gaps, including 
lean proteins and other perishable items that do not typically come in 
through food drives.  

• Get locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables into Bucks County food 
pantries – this is a BKO Hunger priority! 

We need volunteers to help us pack the meals and manage food drives 
(see sign up below). Young people under 18 are welcome, so long as they 
are supervised by an adult/parent - no more than four children per adult, 
please.  For more information about the project and how you can help, go 
to www.uwbucks.org/bkohunger 

 

On the following page find the Guidelines for Healthy Food Donations put 
together by the Hunger Nutrition Coalition of Bucks County for suggested 
healthy food items. 

 

 

 

Minute for Mission  

By: Cathy Cocchia 





 



Registration for Vacation Bible 
School (participants and            

volunteers) has opened! We are 
thrilled to have the participation 
of our preschool staff this year, 
but we still need extra helpers. 

  Please consider signing up as a 
volunteer online or on the board 

in the narthex!  

Participant registration is limited 
and filling up fast.   

VBS’s 2022 Mission Project: Heifer International! 

Heifer International works in 21 countries around the world alongside 

local farmers and business owners. They support farmers and their    

communities as they mobilize and envision their futures, provide training 

so they can improve the quantity and quality of the goods they produce, 

and connections to market to increase sales and incomes. 

VBS will be collecting donations for the purchase of animal gifts, 

which range from $20 for a Flock of Chickens —> $500 for a Heifer. 

More information will be coming soon!  



 

“Java with Judy”  Sunday, August 7th   
from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 

Join us for a time of open discussion to ask your questions of  
Pastor Judy.  Java, tea and snacks will, of course, be available. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
JUNE 12    
 

10 AM  Sunday  
Worship Livestream 

& In-Person 
 
 

 

13 
 
 

 

14    
 

12 PM Women’s 
Picnic at Naphy’s 
 

7 PM Worship 
Committee 
 

7:15 PM Boy Scouts 

15 
 
 

 

16   
 
 

4:30 PM Girl Scouts 
Troop 2545  

17  
 
 

 

18 
 
 

 

19     FATHER’S DAY 
JUNETEENTH 

 

10 AM  Sunday 
Worship Livestream 

& In-Person 

20 

    
 

6:30 PM Boy 
Scouts Committee 
 
 

21 
 
 

7 PM Session 
Meeting 
 

7:15 PM Boy Scouts 

22 
 
 

9 AM Women’s 
Breakfast at 
Manny’s Deli 

23 
 
 

 

24 25 
 
10 AM Boy Scouts 
Court of Honor 

26 
 

10 AM  Sunday 
Worship Livestream 

& In-Person 

27 
 

 

28 
 
 

6 PM Vacation 
Bible School 

29 
 
 

6 PM Vacation 
Bible School 
 

30 
   
     

6 PM Vacation 
Bible School 
                

JULY 1 2 
 
 

 

3 
  

10 AM  Sunday  
(Communion) 
OUTDOOR  WORSHIP 

4  INDEPENDENCE   
                         DAY 
 
 

(Church Closed) 

5 
 

 

6 
 
 

10 AM SBRM 
Blanket Group 
 

 

7 
 
 

 

8 9 
 

 

10 
 

10 AM  Sunday  
Worship Livestream 

& In-Person 

11 
 
 

 

12 
 
 
 

 

13 
 
 

8:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast at  
Robin Hood 

14 
 
 

 

15 16 
 
 

17 
 

10 AM  Sunday  
Worship Livestream 

& In-Person 

18 
 
 

 

19 
 
 
 

7 PM Session 
Meeting 

20 21 
 
 

 

22 23 
 
 

24 
 

10 AM  Sunday  
Worship Livestream 

& In-Person 

25 
 
 

 

26 
 
 
 

 

27 
 
 
 

9 AM Women’s 
Breakfast at 
Manny’s Deli 

28 
 
 

 

29 30 
 
 

 

VACATION NOTICE: 
The Office Administrator will be away July 4th -8th. Pastor Judy will be away July 10th—16th. 

Livestream Information:  
All “livestreamed” messages are broadcasted from our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/northamptonpresby  

Sunday Worship Services are additionally posted on our website: www.northamptonpresby.com/sermon-videos 


