Transfiguration Sunday
February 27, 2022
10:00 AM

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
-

Freeing Jesus Zoom CLG, Tuesday (3/1) at 11 AM—email
npcdwyer@comcast.net to join.
Ash Wednesday Service, Wednesday (3/2) at 7:30 PM
(No Women’s Bible Cafe this month).

UNISON CALL TO WORSHIP
Reveal your presence to us this day, O God of light, love, and glory. As you did to
your servants at the foot of the mountain, send your Spirit to show us your story.
May the brilliance of your face illumine this place as we dare to proclaim your
Word and may we, your people, be never unable to tell all of what we have
heard.

HYMN
Fairest Lord Jesus

CRUSADERS’ HYMN

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,
O thou of God to earth come down,
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor,
Thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,
Robed in the blooming garb of spring.
Jesus is fairer; Jesus is purer,
Who makes the woeful heart to sing.

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,
And all the twinkling starry host.
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer,
Than all the angels heaven can boast.
Beautiful Savior, Ruler of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be thine!

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, when you call us to hope and to act with great boldness, we tremble at
your presence and cover our eyes. We are afraid of what we will see, for your
greatness unveils our weakness, your justice unveils our brokenness, and your
holiness unveils our stained past. O Lord, hear our prayer. Giver of all grace,
forgive us our sins. Give us the strength to renounce that which hides you from
us. Give us the wisdom to execute justice and righteousness. Give us the courage
to uncover our hearts that we might see the grace of your Son and not lose heart.
Amen.
(We pause for a moment of silent personal confession).

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON:
ONE:

MANY:

Friends, hear the Good News of the Gospel: the brilliance of Christ's
presence before us outshines the darkness of our sin. In the name of
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Alleluia! Amen!

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 34:29-35

NEW TESTAMENT READING
Luke 9:28-36

SERMON
Missing God

Rev. Judith A. Dwyer

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH FOR
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY:
We affirm that Jesus was born of woman as is every child, yet born of God's
power as was no other child. In the person and work of Jesus, God and a human
life are united but not confused, distinguished but not separated. The coming of
Jesus was itself the coming of God's promised rule. Through his birth, life, death,
and resurrection, He brings about the relationship between God and humanity
that God always intended.

SPECIAL MUSIC (Choir)
Give Me Jesus

ARR. HOWARD HELVEY

OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S
PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN
Jesus, the Light of the World

WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT

Hark! the herald angels sing.
Jesus, the light of the world.
Glory to the newborn King,
Jesus, the light of the world.
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light.
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
O, shine all around us by day and by night.
Jesus, the light of the world.

Joyful, all you nations, rise.
Jesus, the light of the world.
Join the triumph of the skies.
Jesus, the light of the world.
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light.
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
O, shine all around us by day and by night.
Jesus, the light of the world.

Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Jesus, the light of the world.
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Jesus, the light of the world.
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light.
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
O, shine all around us by day and by night.
Jesus, the light of the world.

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Jesus, the light of the world.
Hail, the Sun of righteousness!
Jesus, the light of the world.
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light.
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
O, shine all around us by day and by night.
Jesus, the light of the world.

A BLESSING FOR TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY:
When Glory
That when glory comes, we will open our eyes to see it. That when glory
shows up, we will let ourselves be overcome not by fear but by the love
it bears. That when glory shines, we will bring it back with us all the way,
all the way, all the way down.

WORSHIP NOTES:
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 148-149):
The Sunday immediately prior to Ash Wednesday is an appropriate time to celebrate the
Transfiguration of the Lord, because this event marked a transition in Jesus’ ministry in which he
“set his face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51), where he would die.
In Jesus’ transfiguration, we are assured that Jesus is the hope of the ages. Jesus is the One who
fulfilled the Law given through Moses, the one dreamed of by the prophets, of whom Elijah is the
greatest.
In celebrating this event, we rejoice in the divine majesty of Christ, whose glory shone even when
confronted with the cross. It is given us for our journey through Lent toward the agony of the cross
and the victory of the empty tomb. We celebrate this mystery in order that our faith may be
renewed. We are transformed into the new being in Christ as we join Christ in his death and
resurrection in Lent and Easter.

WORSHIP NOTES:
The Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon are written by Stephen Fearing and posted on
his blog at http://www.stephenmfearing.com.

The Affirmation of Faith is an excerpt from A Declaration of Faith, PC(USA), 1977, 4.1. adopted at the 197th General
Assembly (PCUSA, 1985). Originally an action of the 177th General Assembly (PCUS, 1977), " 'A Declaration of Faith'
was adopted as a contemporary statement of faith, a reliable aid for Christian study, liturgy, and inspiration..."
(Minutes, PCUS, 1977, Part I, p. 168), with the understanding that only the current Book of Confessions has
constitutional standing.
The Prayers of the People are written by Rev. Karla, and posted on RevGalBlogPals. http://revgalblogpals.blogspot.ca
The Blessing for Transfiguration Sunday is written by Jan Richardson from her book, Circle of Grace: A Book of
Blessings for the Seasons. FL: Orlando, Wanton Gospeller Press, 2015, 85.
Hymns are from The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration, WORD Music, Waco, TX and the Glory to God Hymnal, The
Presbyterian Publishing Corporation, Louisville, KY, 2017.
All are licensed for use by CCLI.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A-739749.

Thank you for worshipping with us today.

Please visit us at
www.northamptonpresby.com

