First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021
10:00 AM

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
- SBRM Blanket Group, Wednesday (12/1) at 10 AM.
- Women’s Bible Café, Wednesday (12/1) at 6 PM.
- Session Retreat, Saturday (12/4) at 9 AM.

CALL TO WORSHIP
While We Are Waiting, Come (vs. 1)
While we are waiting, come;
While we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,
While we are waiting, come.

WAITING

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
(Steve & Cathy Cocchia)

READER 1: We light this candle as a symbol of the hope we have in the
promise of the Lord’s coming.
READER 2: For the Lord will fulfill his promise to the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. A righteous branch will spring up for
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land.
ALL: Come Lord Jesus, come!

OPENING HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

VENI EMMANUEL

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer,
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Desire of nations, bind
All peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease
Fill all the world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
ONE: It is never easy for us to confess our sins, Waiting God. We have caused
our families and friends pain that we would like to forget. We believe
some are impossible to love, and so we don't try. We ignore the cries for
help of those who live on the margins.

MANY: Forgive us, God who comes near to us. When we have lost
our way, show us yours. Lead us in humility down the streets
of your kingdom. Teach us your truth, so we might be able to
keep your Word revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord and
Savior.
(We pause for a moment of silent personal confession).

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: God does not remember our sins, but does remember the promises
that have been made to us. God does not shame us, but lifts us to
new life.

MANY: Lead us in your hope, O God, and teach us your love. You
are the God of our days: we wait for you to come to us.
Amen.

MUSICAL OFFERING (Choir)
Celtic Advent Carol

DAVID ANGERMAN & MICHAEL BARRETT

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Jeremiah 33:14-16

A MESSAGE FOR ALL CHILDREN
NEW TESTAMENT READING
Luke 21:25-36

SERMON
Opportunity Knocks?

Rev. Judith A. Dwyer

OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

HYFRYDOL

Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a Child, and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

CHARGE & BENEDICTION

Christian Life Groups
Questions for November 28, 2021
Luke 21:25-36
For Advent this year, we are reading through Long and McCray's book, "A Surprising God -- Advent:
Devotions For an Uncertain Time". We normally celebrate Advent in the context of Jesus' birth, but the
first week's readings are instead all centered around Jesus' return, along with all the uncertainties and
fears as well as the hopes and joys, that will accompany the End Times. With that in mind:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Do you believe Jesus' return is imminent? If so, why? If not, why not?
Are you looking forward to Jesus' return? What are some of the emotions you think you will feel
when He arrives?
How are your answers to (1) and (2) influencing how you are making short- and long-term
decisions in your life?
Finally, Long and McCray quote Luke when discussing Jesus' return: Look up, and you "will see
'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory… Stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near," (Luke 21:27-28). What is your take on how this will
actually occur?

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS:
Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission
Some of our NPC Mission envelope/online offerings are designated to support Sunday Breakfast
Rescue Mission (SBRM). SBRM is there to help those who have made a mistake or have fallen on
hard times. Part of the Christian faith is we believe we all fall short of the glory of God. Because we
all fall short, He commands us to work with each other and the Holy Spirit to learn and become
more like Jesus. At SBRM, they are not just a homeless shelter or soup kitchen. Chaplains can come
alongside guests and residents and help them move forward with their lives.
Meals: SBRM serves three meals, every day of the year. Meals are available to anyone regardless of
gender or any other factors. Arrival should be before these designated times to receive a meal:
Breakfast: 7:00am, Lunch: Noon, Dinner: 6:30pm.
Men’s Emergency Shelter information: to receive a bed, arrival is before 7:00 pm. Their bag will be
checked, and they will receive a meal and a shower before bed. They do not need to call ahead, but
can call with questions the homeless services team at (215) 922-6400 ext. 1050.

The Mission is located at 302 N. 13th Street in Philadelphia, just north of Vine Street. The closest
public transportation is the Race/Vine stop of the Broad Street Line. When they arrive, they are
asked to use the entrance off Pearl Street. If you know someone who needs a meal and a place to
stay, please offer them this information to help them find their way to the SBRM shelter in Center
City. During extreme temperatures, overflow sleeping cots are used to ensure that no one will be
turned away. Men are able to stay with SBRM for thirty days at a time.
For woman (and their children) who need a place to stay, they can consider Apple Tree Family
Center, (215) 686-7150. Appletree Family Center is located at 1430 Cherry St, Philadelphia, PA
19102. It is open daily from 7 am to 3 pm.
“Ways to Help Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission” – With every gift to the Mission, you are lifting
people up who feel rejected by society, and you are the change-makers for every person they
serve. As SBRM faced the challenges of COVID-19, they never lost sight of Jesus’ call, “My
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.” www.sundaybreakfast.org
“If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go
in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what
good is that?” James 2:15-16.

“Ways to Help Medical Benevolence Foundation” –
Pray for those involved in MBF. Their role is to equip the medical ministry of the Church in each
country to use the gifts God has given them, so they can be who God has created them to be.
This approach empowers them to provide measurable, lasting change.
“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
(Acts 20:35).

WORSHIP NOTES:
The Prayers of the People are adapted from “Advent in the Dark” from the Presbyterian
Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand and posted on www.reworship.blogspot.com.
Hymns are from The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration, WORD Music, Waco, TX.
Praise songs are licensed for use by CCLI.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with
license # A-739749.

