Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
February 20, 2022
10:00 AM

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
-

Deacons Meeting, today at 11:15 AM.
Preschool Board, Monday (2/21) at 7 PM.
Freeing Jesus Zoom CLG, Tuesday (2/22) at 11 AM—email
npcdwyer@comcast.net to join.
Facilities Committee, Tuesday (2/22) at 7 PM.
Women’s Breakfast, Wednesday (2/23) at 9 AM.
Esther Circle, Thursday (2/24) at 12:30 PM.

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE:

MANY:
ONE:
MANY:

ONE:

The enemy: love them. The oppressor: walk the mile with them. The
Master: turn the other cheek to them.
This doormat faith seems too much to bear in a world where those who
bully always seem to win.
The enemy: imbalance them with love. The oppressor: shame the law
that oppresses. The Master: turn the cheek as an equal.
This rebellious faith seems too much to bear in a world where those
who bully are loved back to justice by the bullied. But this is heaven’s
revolution and we are called into it.
Come let us worship love’s rebel, Jesus.

HYMN
There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in This Place

SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,
And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord;
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love;
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise:
Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived,
When we shall leave this place.

There’s a sweet expressions on each face,
And I know that it’s the presence of the Lord.

Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love;
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise:
Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived,
When we shall leave this place.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
ONE:
MANY:

ONE:

MANY:

Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: You create all
people in your image and call us to love one another as you love us.
We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity of
the human family. We have desired to live in freedom, while building
walls between ourselves and others.
We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while making
judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the shape of features,
or the varieties of human experience.
We have tried to love our neighbors individually while yet benefitting
from systems that hold those same neighbors in oppression. Forgive us,
Holy God.

ONE:
MANY:

Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. Strengthen us
for the work of reconciliation rooted in love.
Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our
diversity, even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and
undivided Trinity, now and forever. Amen.
(We pause for a moment of silent personal confession).

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON:
ONE:
MANY:

God of all, whose Son commanded us to love, lead us from prejudice to
truth.
Deliver us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time,
enable us all to stand reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

READER’S THEATER
Genesis 45:3-11, 15

NEW TESTAMENT READING
Luke 6:27-38

SERMON
Parallel Threads

Rev. Judith A. Dwyer

RESPONSIVE LITANY FOR ENEMIES
by Anselm of Canterbury (c.1033-1109)
ONE:
MANY:
ONE:

MANY:

Almighty and tender Lord Jesus Christ, just as we have asked you to love
our friends, so we ask the same for our enemies.
You alone, Lord, are mighty. You alone are merciful.
Whatever you make us desire for our enemies, give it to them and give
the same back to us. If we ever ask for them anything which is outside
your perfect rule of love, whether through ignorance, weakness or
malice, good Lord, do not give it to them and do not give it back to us.
You who are the true light, lighten their darkness. You who are the
whole truth, correct their errors. You who are the incarnate word, give
life to their souls.

ONE:
MANY:

Tender Lord Jesus, let us not be a stumbling block to them, nor a rock of
offense.
Our sin is sufficient to us, without harming others. We who are slaves to
sin beg your mercy on our fellow slaves. Let them be reconciled with
you, and through you reconciled to us.

HYMN
There Is a Balm in Gilead

BALM IN GILEAD

There is a balm in Gilead
To make the wounded whole;
There is a balm in Gilead
To heal the sin-sick soul.

Sometimes I feel discouraged,
And think my work’s in vain,
But then the Holy Spirit
Revives my soul again

There is a balm in Gilead
To make the wounded whole;
There is a balm in Gilead
To heal the sin-sick soul.

If you cannot preach like Peter,
If you cannot pray like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus,
And say, “He died for all.”

OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S
PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN
Amazing Grace

AMAZING GRACE

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come.
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

RESPONSIVE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION:
ONE:

MANY:

ONE:
MANY:

We have sung the songs of faith. We have heard the challenges of
scripture. Let us go now, continuing our sacred journey in an attitude of
service and grace.
Let us love our enemies and pray for those who do us harm. Let us care
for those who are evil as well as for those who are good, knowing how
to set boundaries.
And the presence of our God goes with us.
Amen.

“When the opportunity presents itself for you to defeat your enemy,
that is the time which you must not do it... Love is creative,
understanding goodwill for all men. It is the refusal to defeat any
individual. When you rise to the level of love, of its great beauty and power,
you seek only to defeat evil systems. Individuals who happen to be caught up in that
system, you love, but you seek to defeat the system.”
“Love Your Enemies,” a sermon delivered at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
Montgomery, Alabama, 17 November 1957 by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Loving Your Enemies, a sermon by Martin Luther King, Jr. (ipoet.com)

WORSHIP NOTES:
The Call to Worship is written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted on Mucky Paws.
http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws.
The Prayer of Confession is adapted from a prayer posted by the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music of
the Episcopal Church, January 3, 2018, https://liturgyandmusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/prayers-sclmracial-reconciliation-and-justice-final1-3.pdf, page 2.

The Litany for Enemies is written by Anselm of Canterbury ( (c.1033-1109). Posted on Beauty and
Branding. http://beautyandbranding.wordpress.com/2012/07/21/a-prayer-for-enemies-and-gods-perfect-ruleof-love-anselm-of-canterbury/
The Prayers of the People include a prayer written by Jurgen Moltmann, in a sermon entitled “Revolutionary
Love of our Enemies” in The Power of the Powerless. http://www.amazon.com/Power-Powerless-JurgenMoltmann/dp/0334012783
and “A Prayer for Our Country on President’s Day” from Siddur Sim Shalom for Shabbat and Festivals (The
Rabbinical Assembly & The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism), posted on A Prayer for our Country on
Presidents Day 2021 | Jewish Federation in the Heart of New Jersey (jewishheartnj.org)
The Charge and Benediction are posted on the Community of Christ website. http://www.cofchrist.org/
Hymns are from The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration, WORD Music, Waco, TX and the Glory to God Hymnal,
The Presbyterian Publishing Corporation, Louisville, KY, 2017. All are licensed for use by CCLI.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A-739749.

Thank you for worshipping with us today.

Please visit us at
www.northamptonpresby.com

