A Service of Lessons and Carols
First Sunday of Christmas
December 26, 2021
10:00 AM

PRELUDE

I Wonder as I Wander

JOHN JACOB NILES

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
-

The church offices will be closed this week.
Annual Reports are due January 16th and will be made available for
review on January 23rd.
Our next Drive-Thru Food Drive is Monday, January 17th (MLK Day)
from 10 am - 12 pm.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Based on Isaiah 9 and John 1
ONE:

The light shines in the darkness:

MANY: And the darkness did not overcome it.
ONE:

In the midst of uncertainty and doubt; when we have felt unsure and
worn out,

MANY: God has been with us, encouraging us with hope and urging
us forward.
ONE: For to us a child has been born, to us a Son is given.

MANY: In him is life, and the life is the light of humanity.

SOLO

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light

ERMUNTRE DICH

FIRST LESSON: Luke 2:8-14
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

HYMN

The First Noel (vss. 1, 2, 6)
The first Noel the angel did say,
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

THE FIRST NOEL

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught,
And with His blood mankind hath bought.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

SECOND LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

SOLO

O Holy Night

CANTIQUE DE NOEL

A TIME OF PRAYER AND LIGHT
Candle Lighting and Responsive Litany of Thanksgiving
ONE: We light this candle in honor of the children who grace our preschool
with light and love and laughter.

MANY: This light beams so that all young people may grow up receiving
affection and protection.
ONE: We light this candle remembering all who have experienced grief and
loss: the death of a loved one, the ending of a significant relationship,
displacement from home, the loss of employment.

MANY: This light beams for their continuing comfort and support.

ONE: We light this candle in honor of all those who have shared in ministry in
this place: pastors, deacons, elders, choir directors and singers, those who
offer pastoral care and welcome in our wider community, those who visit
the hospitals and nursing homes, cook meals or offer transportation to
any in need.

MANY: This light beams with the compassion of Christ in our midst.
ONE: We light this candle honoring all who have visited our congregation in
recent times and decided to call this place, 'home’.

MANY: This light beams in order that we continue to explore and enjoy
everything we have received, as a gift.

ONE: We light this candle mindful of those who have called us to risk the way of
Jesus: to create inclusive and safe, open, and honest communities for all.

MANY: This light beams as a symbol of hope in the midst of both
challenge and comfort.
ONE: We light this candle having each and every one of us in mind, bearing
with each other in strengths and weaknesses, anxieties and hopes.

MANY: This light beams on the pathways we have welcomed and where
we didn't want to go. It will continue to shine for each and every
one of us on the new pathways we will tread.

Let us pray:
ALL: God, this is the season of light and we pray for that light to enter
our lives today. Where there is sorrow, we pray for your grace to
light the darkness. Where is despair, we pray for your hope to light
the darkness. Where there is hatred, we pray for your forgiveness
to light the darkness. Where there is war, we pray for your love to
light the darkness. Where there is confusion, we pray for your
peace to light the darkness. Where there is injustice, we pray for
your courage to light the darkness. Where there is fear, we pray
for your joy to light the darkness. May your light come into our
world, Lamb of God. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

HYMN

Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming

ES IST EIN ROS’

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming
As men of old have sung.
It came, a Flower bright,
Amid the cold of winter
When half-gone was the night.

Isaiah 'twas foretold it,
The Rose I have in mind:
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright
She bore to men a Savior
When half-gone was the night.

This Flower, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God,
From sin and death He saves us
And lightens every load.

THIRD LESSON: Luke 2:15-20
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

HYMN

Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

GO TELL IT

While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light.
Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

The shepherds feared and trembled
When, lo! above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth.
Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn.
Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

FOURTH LESSON: Luke 2:25-35; 39-40
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s

father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign
that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

SOLO

Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace

LAND OF REST

FIFTH LESSON: Isaiah 63:7-9
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of
the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us, and the great
favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his
mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said,
“Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely”; and he
became their savior in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel
but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed
them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

SOLO

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
God So Loved the World by Ann Weems
The pastor will begin this reading and the people will respond as
indicated in bold below:
ONE: …and Jesus Christ was resurrected, (congregation joins in)
ALL: For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
Son that whoever believed might have everlasting Life.

CLOSING MUSIC

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS:
Medical Benevolence Foundation
Some of our NPC Mission envelope/online offerings have been designated to support the Medical
Benevolence Foundation (MBF). The below is from their website www.medicalmission.org.
Their goal is simple: To give hope and healing to the poor around the globe. They believe the best
way to do that is to follow Christ’s mandate to “heal the sick and proclaim the gospel.” They feel
their model for service and ministry must change – they have no other option. God called the
Church to serve the poor and they faithfully went and fulfilled the call. However, with all the
changes in the Church around the world they feel they must move from a dependency model to a
strategy of creating long-term self-sufficiency.
Here’s the exciting news. Together with their international partners, they are developing a new
model. Their role is not to do the work for their partners – that would be toxic charity. Instead, their
role is to equip the medical ministry of the Church in each country to use the gifts God has given
them, so they can be who God has created them to be. This approach empowers them to provide

measurable, lasting change. This is the model for the 21st century. And it is proving to be the
effective way to build self-sustaining medical ministries. In their 58 years, they have found that
building networks of medical and spiritual ministries through the local churches around the world
delivers the lasting impact they’ve longed for. It is how the poor move out of poverty and
communities are transformed. God has allowed them the privilege to witness miracles-in-themaking month after month with this medical mission model. They have been humbled. And
inspired.
“Ways to Help Medical Benevolence Foundation” – Join them for prayer (by conference call) on
the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 1:30 p.m. 1-605-313-5831 code 459503
“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
Acts 20:35.

WORSHIP NOTES:
The Litany of Thanksgiving is adapted from a prayer by Rex A.E. Hunt, posted on
https://re-worship.blogspot.ca
The Benediction is written by Ann Weems in Kneeling in Bethlehem. Philadelphia: The
Westminster Press, 1980, 1985, 1987, 76.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Hymns are from The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration, WORD Music, Waco, TX. All are
licensed for use by CCLI.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with
license # A-739749.

