Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Christ the King Sunday
November 21, 2021
10:00 AM

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Deacons Meeting, today following the worship service.
- Women’s Breakfast at Manny’s, Wednesday (11/24) at 9 AM.

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 100):
ONE: We enter this place with thanksgiving because we know that the Lord to
whom we belong is our Shepherd and our King.

MANY: We rejoice over the steadfast love and faithfulness of God
enduring forever—to all generations.
ONE:

Come, let us worship God with praise and joy, and with thanksgiving in our
hearts.

SONG OF GATHERING
Ancient of Days

Blessing and honor, glory and power,
Be unto the Ancient of Days.
From every nation, all of creation,
Bow before the Ancient of Days.
Every tongue in heaven and earth,
Shall declare Your glory,
Every knee shall bow at Your throne, in worship.
You will be exalted O God,
And Your Kingdom shall not pass away.
Oh Ancient of Days.

RON KENOLY

Blessing and honor, glory and power,
Be unto the Ancient of Days.
From every nation, all of creation,
Bow before the Ancient of Days.
Every tongue in heaven and earth,
Shall declare Your glory,
Every knee shall bow at Your throne, in worship.
You will be exalted O God,
And Your Kingdom shall not pass away.
Oh Ancient of Days.

Your Kingdom shall reign over all the earth,
Sing unto the Ancient of Days.
For none can compare to Your matchless worth,
Sing unto the Ancient of Days.
Every tongue in heaven and earth,
Shall declare Your glory,
Every knee shall bow at Your throne, in worship.
You will be exalted O God,
And Your Kingdom shall not pass away.
Oh Ancient of Days.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ Lord of all. We
confess that we have not bowed before him and are slow to
acknowledge his rule. We give allegiance to the powers of this
world and fail to be governed by justice and love. In your mercy,
forgive us. Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all, that we may be
loyal ambassadors, obeying the commands of our Lord, Jesus
Christ.
(We pause for a moment of silent personal confession).

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ONE: Through the power of the Holy Spirit within us, God is able to
accomplish far more than all we can ask or imagine. Hear and believe
the good news that in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

MANY: Amen!

SONG OF RESPONSE
Meet Us Here

MIKE HOHNHOLZ

Meet us here, in this place
Come and fill us with Your power and Your grace
We long to see, the nations one
Let Your glory fall, Lord,
Let Your Kingdom come
Holy is the Lord
Seated on the throne
Sovereign King of all the Earth
We crown You Lord of all

Meet us here, in this place
Come and fill us with Your power and Your grace
We long to see, the nations one
Let Your glory fall, Lord,
Let Your Kingdom come
Holy is the Lord
Seated on the throne
Sovereign King of all the Earth
We crown You Lord of all

Meet us here, oh gracious King
Let us see You in Your beauty and Your majesty
We long to see that glorious day
When the ransomed and redeemed
Will join to sing Your praise
Holy is the Lord
Seated on the throne
Sovereign King of all the Earth
We crown You Lord of all

Holy is the Lord
Seated on the throne
Sovereign King of all the Earth
We crown You Lord of all
Sovereign King of all the Earth
We crown You Lord of all

OLD TESTAMENT READING
2 Samuel 23:1-7

A WORD FOR ALL CHILDREN:

PLEDGE!

NEW TESTAMENT READING
John 18:33-37

SERMON
On Having the Last Word

Rev. Judith A. Dwyer

DEDICATION OF OUR PLEDGES FOR 2022
“…You shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you
harvest from your land that the LORD your God gives you, and you shall
put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place which the LORD your God
will choose, to make his name to dwell there,” Deuteronomy 26:2.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF COMMITMENT & DEDICATION
ONE: Creator of all, the earth is yours, the world and all who live in it.

ALL: You have entrusted us with gifts— time, talent, energy, money— and
asked us to use them to build your kingdom. With thanks and praise we
respond to your call.
ONE: We bring these gifts you have given, returning your generosity, paying it forward.

ALL: We offer ourselves, our lives, our hopes and fears, our dollars and our
hours. We commit ourselves to work for your world, to love and serve
wherever you call.
ONE: We ask your blessing on this, your church, as we seek to follow you with heart,
mind, and soul.

ALL: Bless also these gifts, our investment in your future, that they may
multiply in faith, hope, and love. Amen.

HYMN

Now Thank We All Our God
Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejoices;
Who, from our mother’s arms,
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

NUN DANKET

O may this bounteous God
Thro’ all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

HYMN

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR

Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home:
All is safely gathered in
Ere the winter storms begin.
God, our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied:
Come to God's own temple, come,
Raise the song of harvest home.

All the world is God's own field,
Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown,
Unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear:
Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.

For the Lord our God shall come,
And shall take His harvest home;
From His field shall in that day
All offenses purge away;
Give His angels charge at last
In the fire the tares to cast,
But the fruitful ears to store
In His garner evermore.

Even so, Lord, quickly come,
To Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified,
In Thy presence to abide:
Come, with all Thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.

RESPONSIVE CHARGE & BENEDICTION
ONE: We bless you, God of seed and harvest, and we bless each other

ALL: That the beauty of this world and the love that created it
might be expressed though our lives and be a blessing to
others now and always. Amen.

Christian Life Groups
Questions for November 21, 2021
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Now these are the last words of David:
The oracle of David, son of Jesse, the oracle of the man whom God exalted, the anointed of the God of
Jacob, the favorite of the Strong One of Israel: The Spirit of the Lord speaks through me, his word is upon
my tongue. The God of Israel has spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me: One who rules over people
justly, ruling in the fear of God, is like the light of morning, like the sun rising on a cloudless morning,
gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. Is not my house like this with God? For he has made an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and secure. Will not he cause to prosper all my help and desire?
But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; for they cannot be picked up with the hand; to
touch them one uses an iron bar or the shaft of a spear. And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot.

The writers who create our lectionary, the readings that take us through the Bible in a three-year cycle,
chose this text for us to ponder on Christ the King Sunday. In it we meet David as the once and future
king, the ancestor of Jesus who is the ultimate anointed one of God. As Christians we are invited to
read the text through that lens. 1
David is credited with the bulk of the psalms by most scholars. A careful reading of the psalms reveals
to us David’s worship and worries, his praise, complaints and laments.
It is likely that David wrote these words near the end of his life as a way to come to terms with “the
good, the bad and the ugly,” and to make his peace with God. As a former hospital chaplain, I know
that when we come to the end of life, we feel compelled to “clean up” our memories. As Valerie
Bridgeman writes, “… we are all editors of our regrets in the end and hope that the good we did
outweigh the sins that haunt us.”

Questions to ponder:
1.

David’s words point to a righteous ruler who rules “justly.” “Justly” always points toward material
justice, what it means for people to eat, be free of violence, and have what they need to survive,
regardless of whether they are among the mighty or not. What is your understanding of “just”
leadership?

2.

By the end of his life, David has come very far from its beginning. How far are you from where your
faith story began?

3.

How will the journey from then to now inform your own last words? What do you want others to
know about your “worship and worries, praise, complaints and laments?”

_________________
1 Valerie

Bridgeman, Commentary on 2 Samuel 23:1-7, November 21, 2021. www.workingpreacher.org. Accessed November 14, 2021.

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS:
Medical Benevolence Foundation
Some of our NPC Mission envelope/online offerings have been designated to support the Medical
Benevolence Foundation (MBF). Their goal is simple: To give hope and healing to the poor around
the globe. Their desire is that everyone served by an MBF partner has the opportunity to learn
about Jesus and discover how to develop a lifelong relationship with God. This good news is
modeled and shared in culturally sensitive ways — never through coercion.
MBF strives for medical excellence by promoting medical missions care through the physical
presence of partner co-workers, education, disease prevention, and curative care, for those in
impoverished communities suffering from acute and chronic illness. MBF seeks to bring up-to-date,
evidence-based health care practices and technology as they support the appropriate, affordable,
sustainable, and quality services of their partners.
Presbyterian World Mission engagement in the Congo goes back 125 years. Two Presbyterian
denominations were founded from that early work, the Presbyterian Community of Congo, and the
Presbyterian Community of Kinshasa as well as the Protestant umbrella organization, the Church of
Christ in Congo.

Officially known as the Democratic Republic of the Congo, located in Central Africa, it has a 25mile coastline on the Atlantic Ocean but is otherwise landlocked. It is the second largest country
on the continent; only Algeria is larger. The capital is Kinshasa. The country is often referred to by
its acronym, the DRC, or called Congo (Kinshasa), with the capital added parenthetically, to
distinguish it from the other Congo republic, which is officially called the Republic of the Congo
and is often referred to as Congo (Brazzaville).
Moma Hospital is the only health institution of the Presbyterian Church of Congo. Moma Mission
Station was originally built in the 1930’s. When the Presbyterian Church took over responsibility,
it worked with the Belgian government to build two small buildings in 1950 – a dispensary and a
maternity ward with twelve beds. An old storage building, and a laundry room were converted to
hold thirty more beds. In the 1950’s Presbyterian mission workers obtained approval and funds
for a new building, designed to accommodate an operating room, x-ray, pharmacy, sterilizing
room and office space. Today Moma Hospital has a 60-bed capacity. Limited medical supplies and
equipment, and a need for ongoing staff training in anesthesia and intensive care, health,
medication management, finance and ophthalmology are a few of the challenges for Moma
Hospital. Moma Hospital has an active chaplaincy program that visits sick inpatients, holds
morning worship each day in the waiting room, and organizes Sunday worship for patients.

“Ways to Help Medical Benevolence Foundation” –
Pray for those involved in MBF. Their role is to equip the medical ministry of the Church in each
country to use the gifts God has given them, so they can be who God has created them to be.
This approach empowers them to provide measurable, lasting change.
“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
(Acts 20:35).

WORSHIP NOTES:
The Prayers of the People are adapted from a prayer written by Roddy Hamilton, and
posted on Mucky Paws. http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws
Hymns are from The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration, WORD Music, Waco, TX.
Praise songs are licensed for use by CCLI.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with
license # A-739749.

